Family Connection Advisory Board Meeting Minutes- Thursday May 18th, 2006
Meeting took place at the Family Connection at 12:00 PM.

Members present- Cindy Conrad, Anita Hampton, Dawn Bodenham, Barb Vroom, Renee Davis, Rose Lauer, Sarah Kaufman, Janet Smith and Jacki McCracken.  Absent- Linda Albright, Nancy Hahn, Judy Wilson and Jena Linkin.

Discussion of new members to be on the board, from other surrounding Henry County towns such as New London and Winfield.  There are two vacant seats on the board.  

Discussion on the changes with the policy and points system.  A sub-committee met Tuesday the 16th to form some ideas and suggestions.  It was decided to raise the price of diapers and set a limit so that one pack is allowed per child per week.  It was also decided to have other incentives available to the families of older children- 3, 4, 5 year olds.  Allowing participants to use their points to get books from monthly book clubs and help with preschool scholarships.  It was also discussed to have seasonally or quarterly shopping nights at Wal-Mart instead of monthly.
The new 4:00 Thursday Hispanic class was discussed.  We currently have 7 families enrolled and are having great success with this class growing.  Class ideas and speakers are needed.  We have one of our bilingual participants translating for us.  The newsletter and policy book will be translated also.

The Family Connection Family Picnic is set for Tuesday June 20th at 6PM.  The location will later be announced, possibly at Saunders or United Thru Play Park.  Help will be needed with arranging food and providing games or activities for the families.  

We will again need volunteers to sign up for the sub-committees by the next meeting.  Those include points/policy, family picnic, prevent child abuse month, fundraiser, shopping nights, family fun nights.

Prevent Child Abuse Month in April was mentioned and we had a great turn out with volunteers from the nest that handed out brochures, magnets and booklets throughout Henry County.  

There was discussion about the Family Connection moving with the Extension Office into the old SCC building later this fall.  Family Fun Nights were discussed the Pleasant View Mennonite Church has adopted the Family Connection families and had a soup supper for us in March were 30 parents and children came.  We have had parent fun nights at the Family Connection.

We currently have 10 pregnant moms, 26 babies 0-12 months, 29 children 1-5 years of age.  5 dads have participated in our new father’s class.  At this time we have 46 participants sign up for our programming.  
We have hired some new caregivers but always need volunteers to help with the kids.  Jacki reported on Imagination Library and we have asked for funds from United Way to help with the cost of this growing program.  We currently have 150 families enrolled in this program.  

Our next meeting has been set for Tuesday September 12th at 12:00 at the Family Connection.
Amber Scott, Nest Coordinator
